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165.2015 Definitions. 
165.2020 Enforcement authority. 
165.2025 Atlantic Area. 
165.2030 Pacific Area. 

AUTHORITY: 33 U.S.C. 1226, 1231; 46 U.S.C. 
Chapter 701, 3306, 3703; 50 U.S.C. 191, 195; 33 
CFR 1.05–1(g), 6.04–1, 6.04–6, 160.5; Pub. L. 107– 
295, 116 Stat. 2064; Department of Homeland 
Security Delegation No. 0170.1 

SOURCE: CGD 79–034, 47 FR 29660, July 8, 
1982, unless otherwise noted. 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
part 165 appear by USCG–2006–25556, 72 FR 
36328, 36329, July 2, 2007. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 165.1 Purpose of part. 
The purpose of this part is to: 
(a) Prescribe procedures for estab-

lishing different types of limited or 
controlled access areas and regulated 
navigation areas; 

(b) Prescribe general regulations for 
different types of limited or controlled 
access areas and regulated navigation 
areas; 

(c) Prescribe specific requirements 
for established areas; and 

(d) List specific areas and their 
boundaries. 

§ 165.5 Establishment procedures. 
(a) A safety zone, security zone, or 

regulated navigation area may be es-
tablished on the initiative of any au-
thorized Coast Guard official. 

(b) Any person may request that a 
safety zone, security zone, or regulated 
navigation area be established. Except 
as provided in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion, each request must be submitted 
in writing to either the Captain of the 
Port or District Commander having ju-
risdiction over the location as de-
scribed in Part 3 of this chapter, and 
include the following: 

(1) The name of the person submit-
ting the request; 

(2) The location and boundaries of 
the safety zone, security zone, or regu-
lated navigation area; 

(3) The date, time, and duration that 
the safety zone, security zone, or regu-
lated navigation area should be estab-
lished; 

(4) A description of the activities 
planned for the safety zone, security 
zone, or regulated navigation area; 

(5) The nature of the restrictions or 
conditions desired; and 

(6) The reason why the safety zone, 
security zone, or regulated navigation 
area is necessary. 

(c) Safety Zones and Security Zones. 
If, for good cause, the request for a 
safety zone or security zone is made 
less than 5 working days before the 
zone is to be established, the request 
may be made orally, but it must be fol-
lowed by a written request within 24 
hours. 

(Requests for safety zones, security zones, 
and regulated navigation areas are approved 
by the Office of Management and Budget 
under control number 1625–0020) 

[CGD 79–034, 47 FR 29660, July 8, 1982, as 
amended by CGD 79–026, 48 FR 35408, Aug. 4, 
1983; USCG–2006–25150, 71 FR 39211, July 12, 
2006] 

§ 165.7 Notification. 

(a) The establishment of these lim-
ited access areas and regulated naviga-
tion areas is considered rulemaking. 
The procedures used to notify persons 
of the establishment of these areas 
vary depending upon the circumstances 
and emergency conditions. Notification 
may be made by marine broadcasts, 
local notice to mariners, local news 
media, distribution in leaflet form, and 
on-scene oral notice, as well as publica-
tion in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(b) Notification normally contains 
the physical boundaries of the area, the 
reasons for the rule, its estimated du-
ration, and the method of obtaining au-
thorization to enter the area, if appli-
cable, and special navigational rules, if 
applicable. 

(c) Notification of the termination of 
the rule is usually made in the same 
form as the notification of its estab-
lishment. 

§ 165.8 Geographic coordinates. 
Geographic coordinates expressed in 

terms of latitude or longitude, or both, 
are not intended for plotting on maps 
or charts whose referenced horizontal 
datum is the North American Datum of 
1983 (NAD 83), unless such geographic 
coordinates are expressly labeled NAD 
83. Geographic coordinates without the 
NAD 83 reference may be plotted on 
maps or charts referenced to NAD 83 
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only after application of the appro-
priate corrections that are published 
on the particular map or chart being 
used. 

[CGD 86–082, 52 FR 33811, Sept. 8, 1987] 

§ 165.9 Geographic application of lim-
ited and controlled access areas 
and regulated navigation areas. 

(a) General. The geographic applica-
tion of the limited and controlled ac-
cess areas and regulated navigation 
areas in this part are determined based 
on the statutory authority under which 
each is created. 

(b) Safety zones and regulated naviga-
tion areas. These zones and areas are 
created under the authority of the 
Ports and Waterways Safety Act, 33 
U.S.C. 1221–1232. Safety zones estab-
lished under 33 U.S.C. 1226 and regu-
lated navigation areas may be estab-
lished in waters subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the United States as defined in 
§ 2.38 of this chapter, including the ter-
ritorial sea to a seaward limit of 12 
nautical miles from the baseline. 

(c) Security zones. These zones have 
two sources of authority—the Ports 
and Waterways Safety Act, 33 U.S.C. 
1221–1232, and the Act of June 15, 1917, 
as amended by both the Magnuson Act 
of August 9, 1950 (‘‘Magnuson Act’’), 50 
U.S.C. 191–195, and sec. 104 the Mari-
time Transportation Security Act of 
2002 (Pub. L. 107–295, 116 Stat. 2064). Se-
curity zones established under either 33 
U.S.C. 1226 or 50 U.S.C. 191 may be es-
tablished in waters subject to the juris-
diction of the United States as defined 
in § 2.38 of this chapter, including the 
territorial sea to a seaward limit of 12 
nautical miles from the baseline. 

(d) Naval vessel protection zones. These 
zones are issued under the authority of 
14 U.S.C. 91 and 633 and may be estab-
lished in waters subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the United States as defined in 
§ 2.38 of this chapter, including the ter-
ritorial sea to a seaward limit of 12 
nautical miles from the baseline. 

[USCG–2001–9044, 68 FR 42602, July 18, 2003, as 
amended by USCG–2006–25411, 71 FR 54421, 
Sept. 15, 2006] 

Subpart B—Regulated Navigation 
Areas 

§ 165.10 Regulated navigation areas. 

A regulated navigation area is a 
water area within a defined boundary 
for which regulations for vessels navi-
gating within the area have been estab-
lished under this part. 

§ 165.11 Vessel operating requirements 
(regulations). 

Each District Commander may con-
trol vessel traffic in an area which is 
determined to have hazardous condi-
tions, by issuing regulations: 

(a) Specifying times of vessel entry, 
movement, or departure to, from, with-
in, or through ports, harbors, or other 
waters; 

(b) Establishing vessel size, speed, 
draft limitations, and operating condi-
tions; and 

(c) Restricting vessel operation, in a 
hazardous area or under hazardous con-
ditions, to vessels which have par-
ticular operating characteristics or ca-
pabilities which are considered nec-
essary for safe operation under the cir-
cumstances. 

[CGD 79–026, 48 FR 35408, Aug. 4, 1983] 

§ 165.13 General regulations. 
(a) The master of a vessel in a regu-

lated navigation area shall operate the 
vessel in accordance with the regula-
tions contained in Subpart F. 

(b) No person may cause or authorize 
the operation of a vessel in a regulated 
navigation area contrary to the regula-
tions in this part. 

Subpart C—Safety Zones 

§ 165.20 Safety zones. 
A Safety Zone is a water area, shore 

area, or water and shore area to which, 
for safety or environmental purposes, 
access is limited to authorized persons, 
vehicles, or vessels. It may be sta-
tionary and described by fixed limits or 
it may be described as a zone around a 
vessel in motion. 

§ 165.23 General regulations. 
Unless otherwise provided in this 

part: 
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